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UNUSUAL VIBRATION CAN INDICATE A MAIN ROTOR BLADE CRACK

A catastrophic rotor blade fatigue failure can be averted if pilots and
mechanics are alert to early indications of a fatigue crack. Although a
crack may be internal to blade structure and not visible, it will likely cause
a significant increase in rotor vibration prior to final failure. If a rotor is
smooth after balancing but then goes out of balance again within a few
flights, it should be considered suspect. Have the rotor system
thoroughly examined by a qualified mechanic before further flight.

If main rotor vibration rapidly increases or becomes severe during flight,
make an immediate safe landing. Do not attempt to continue flight to a
convenient destination.


